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School's Details
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1. Background Information
1.1 The Edron Academy is a co-educational British international day school in a residential area in the 

south-west of Mexico City. The school is a not-for-profit organisation which is overseen by the 
Assembly, whose members appoint governors who oversee the day-to-day success of the school. The 
school was founded in 1963 primarily for expatriate families and is growing in popularity for Mexican 
families looking for a holistic and child-centred approach. The primary and secondary parts of the 
school moved to its current site in 1985. The school is officially incorporated in the Mexican education 
system (SEP) as a bilingual school, offering IGCSE’s and the International Baccalaureate (IB). Since the 
previous inspection the school has appointed a new headteacher and a head of administration. The 
school has three sections with separate leadership teams: Kinder (pre nursery – Year 1), primary (Years 
2–6) and secondary (Years 7–13).

What the school seeks to do
1.2 The school aims to provide a safe and secure environment where each pupil is valued for their unique 

abilities and character. Within the bilingual, bicultural and inclusive community it seeks to ensure that 
pupils are emotionally secure, internationally minded, creative and ready for a lifetime of learning as 
the school prepares them for tomorrow's challenges today. The school aspires to prepare young 
people with the knowledge, skills and values that they need to become responsible and successful 
global citizens who will go on to have a positive impact on the world around them.

About the pupils
1.3 Pupils come from a range of professional families and the vast majority are Mexican nationals. The 

remaining pupils are from 16 other nations and a number of them have dual nationality. The school’s 
own assessment data indicate that the level of ability of pupils when they join the school is broadly 
average compared to others taking the same tests. The school has identified 126 pupils who have a 
variety of special education needs (SEND), 123 of whom receive additional support. Almost all pupils 
have English as an additional language (EAL) and 89 of them receive specialist support to enable them 
to access the curriculum.
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2. Inspection of Standards for British Schools Overseas

Preface
The Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) is a body approved by the British Government for the purpose of 
inspecting independent schools in England and overseas.

Inspections for British schools overseas follow closely the framework and guidance for independent school 
inspection in England. ISI reports to the English Department for Education (DfE) on the extent to which 
schools meet the Standards for British Schools Overseas (BSO). It also takes account, where relevant, of 
compliance with any local requirements. Schools may opt for an inspection of COMPLIANCE ONLY or a 
combined inspection of EDUCATIONAL QUALITY AND COMPLIANCE.

The inspection of the school is from an educational perspective and provides limited inspection of other 
aspects, though inspectors will comment on any significant hazards or problems they encounter which have 
an adverse impact on children. The inspection does not include: an exhaustive health and safety audit; an in-
depth examination of the structural condition of the school, its services or other physical features; an 
investigation of the financial viability of the school or its accounting procedures; an in-depth investigation of 
the school’s compliance with employment or company law; in-depth consideration of the extent to which 
the school meets the requirements of local law and custom.

This is a COMPLIANCE INSPECTION which was combined with an inspection of EDUCATIONAL QUALITY, the 
report of which appears later in this document. The COMPLIANCE inspection reports only on the school’s 
compliance with the Standards for British Schools Overseas. The standards represent minimum 
requirements, and judgements are given either as met or as not met. In order to gain BSO accreditation, a 
school is required to meet all the standards applicable to them. Where the minimum requirements are not 
met, this is clearly indicated in the relevant section of the report. If a school does not meet all of the 
standards, it may elect to be re-inspected once it has taken the required actions in order to gain BSO 
accreditation.

Headline judgements against the Standards for British Schools Overseas indicate that the standards have 
been ‘met’ or ‘not met’ for accreditation.

Accreditation as a British school overseas lasts for three years. The school’s previous inspection was in 
September 2014.
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Key findings
2.1 The school meets all the Standards for British Schools Overseas and no further action is required as 

a result of this inspection.

Part 1 – Quality of education provided
2.2 The standards relating to the quality of education [paragraphs 1–4] are met.

2.3 The curriculum provides pupils with experience in linguistic, mathematical, scientific, technological, 
human and social, physical, aesthetic and creative education. It enables them to acquire speaking, 
listening, literacy and numeracy skills and a good understanding of English. It also provides personal, 
social, health and economic education (PSHE) and offers careers guidance for pupils in the secondary 
school. Policies, plans and schemes of work for all subjects take account of the ages, aptitudes and 
needs of the pupils. In the pre-inspection questionnaires, a large majority of parents said the school 
offers a good choice of extra-curricular activities, and there is a sufficient range to provide 
opportunities for pupils to gain additional skills. These activities prepare pupils for the opportunities, 
responsibilities and experience of life beyond school, underpinned by an understanding of 
fundamental British values and reflect the value systems of many other countries. 

2.4 The teaching enables pupils to acquire new knowledge and make good progress, a view endorsed by 
a very large majority of both parents and pupils in the questionnaires. Additional support is provided 
for those who join the school with little knowledge of the English language and for those with SEND. 
The teaching is generally well planned, employs effective teaching methods, uses a range of resources 
and demonstrates good subject knowledge. A small minority of pupils felt that some lessons were not 
challenging but not enough to prejudice their chances of making good progress.

2.5 The school follows a variety of curricula in both English and Spanish. In Kinder the children follow the 
EYFS curriculum from pre-nursery. In Years 1 to 6, the pupils study a slightly adapted version of the 
English National Curriculum, two-thirds of which is in English and one-third in Spanish. The curricula 
are skills-based with assessments in line with those in the English National Curriculum. In Years 10 to 
11, pupils are prepared for International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) 
examination and, in Years 12 and 13, largely for the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma which 
prepares pupils for entry to a wide range of universities in Mexico, the UK and around the world. The 
school uses data to assess the individual strengths of the pupils; however, the current lack of 
differentiated data makes it difficult for the school to gain a really clear picture of pupils’ individual 
progress as they move through the school.

2.6 Section 3 of this report provides a more detailed evaluation of the quality of the pupils’ learning and 
achievements and the contribution that the curriculum and teaching make to these outcomes.

Part 2 – Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils
2.7 The standard relating to spiritual, moral, social and cultural development [paragraph 5] is met.

2.8 The school promotes values which are fundamental to life in Britain and many other countries through 
its PSHE programme, form time, assemblies and a variety of activities and events which take place 
throughout the year. It encourages pupils to have respect for other people regardless of their 
background or the protected characteristics of age, disability, gender reassignment, marriage and civil 
partnership, pregnancy and maternity, religion or belief, sex and sexual orientation. It promotes 
tolerance and harmony between the different nationalities represented within the school. The school 
addresses some of these subjects in Spanish, dependent on age, to ensure effective comprehension 
of the topics. Pupils are taught to distinguish right from wrong and to accept responsibility for their 
own behaviour. The school prepares pupils for the responsibilities of citizenship in the UK, Mexico and 
the wider world. It encourages respect for democracy and the democratic process. It provides 
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opportunities for pupils to make meaningful contributions to the lives of others within the school, the 
local community and globally. In response to the pre-inspection questionnaires, a very large majority 
of parents agree that the school supports their children’s personal development and actively 
promotes values of democracy, respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and beliefs, and 
most pupils agree that the school encourages them to respect other people. 

2.9 Section 3 of this report provides a more detailed evaluation of the quality of the pupils’ personal 
development and the factors which contribute to their development.

Part 3 – Welfare, health and safety of pupils
2.10 The standards relating to welfare, health and safety [paragraphs 6–16] are met.

2.11 The school makes appropriate arrangements to safeguard and promote the welfare of pupils and takes 
into account both local requirements as required by the Mexican Secretariat of Public Education (SEP) 
and guidance provided for schools in England. Some adjustments to the school’s policy and procedures 
were made as a result of advice given on the pre-inspection visit and implemented effectively before 
the start of the inspection. Staff are trained in the school’s procedures and in their response to the 
questionnaire, most staff expressed confidence in the school’s safeguarding procedures and the 
training and guidance they receive. The safeguarding policy covers all of the areas required of schools 
in England and is implemented effectively. Safeguarding matters are overseen by a designated 
safeguarding lead (DSL) for each of the three sections in the school. This member of staff is also the 
psychologist for that section of the school also supporting those with SEND. There is a safeguarding 
lead on the board of governors who ensures that an annual review of the policy and procedures are 
undertaken. The school maintains confidential records of all child protection concerns. Pupils are 
made fully aware of issues that might affect their welfare, health and safety through assemblies, form 
time and topics covered in the school’s PSHE programme. 

2.12 At the time of the original inspection, the single central register of appointments showed that not all 
of the required checks of the suitability of staff to work with children had been carried out before 
starting work. Since then, the school has demonstrated that it has revised its procedures and ensures 
that all required checks have been undertaken on all staff. The single central register now includes all 
relevant staff. 

2.13 The school has appropriate policies in place to promote good behaviour and to prevent bullying, 
including cyber-bullying. Recent initiatives have been put in place for both parents and pupils to better 
understand the behaviour management systems in the school. A small minority of pupils and a 
minority of parents feel the school needs to do more to prevent poor behaviour. The school system is 
based on consequences for actions. Records of behaviour and bullying incidents are recorded 
appropriately. Pupils’ behaviour seen around school was exemplary.

2.14 The schools’ approach to health and safety is rigorous; its policies and practice meet the high 
requirements for the authorities in Mexico, through the Secretariat of Public Education (SEP) and are 
in accordance with expectations for schools in England. Accurate and comprehensive records are kept 
of all health and safety checks, many of which are undertaken by external specialists. There are very 
regular earthquake drills and the required number of fire drills. The site risk assessment identifies any 
issues and mitigates them appropriately. The school ensures that risks which may affect pupils’ 
welfare, health and safety are identified and mitigated. Hazardous materials are all stored securely. In 
response to their questionnaires, a very large majority of parents and pupils agrees the school 
provides a safe and healthy environment. 

2.15 The school has appropriate policies for first aid and related matters and provides good cover for pupils 
who are ill or injured. There is a full-time doctor on each site, supported by a qualified nurse. In 
addition, many staff are trained in first aid, and staff in the early years have had paediatric first aid 
training. Both surgeries are well equipped. Appropriate records are kept of any medical incidents or 
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consultations. Medicines are secured securely. First-aid kits are available and provided for events and 
trips. 

2.16 Supervision rotas are appropriate for all ages of pupils and vary depending on their age. The kinder 
rota is in line with EYFS requirements. The primary and secondary school pupils are supervised 
appropriately through the school day. Admission and attendance registers meet local and UK 
requirements, are backed up electronically every day and are maintained for the requisite period of 
time. 

Part 4 – Suitability of staff, supply staff, and proprietors
2.17 The standards relating to the suitability of those in contact with pupils at the school [paragraphs 

17–21] are met.

2.18 At the time of the original inspection, the central register of appointment checks did not provide a 
comprehensive record of the checks undertaken on all those working in the school. Some checks had 
been carried out after staff had started working in the school. Following the inspection, the school 
reviewed its procedures and implemented a much more rigorous process for checking the suitability 
of all staff. The school worked hard to address historical omissions and missing documentation before 
the second inspection visit. All of the required checks have been carried out on all staff appointed 
since the original inspection before they have started work. The central register of appointment 
checks now provides an accurate record of all staff and the checks undertaken. 

Part 5 – Premises of and accommodation at schools
2.19 The standards relating to the premises and accommodation [paragraphs 22–31] are met.

2.20 Suitable and well-maintained toilet and washing facilities are provided for pupils in various locations 
around the school. Separate, clearly labelled facilities are available for staff and visitors. The school’s 
two medical facilities provide appropriate accommodation for the short-term care of sick and injured 
pupils. The buildings are maintained in good condition and are checked regularly for any issues that 
might compromise the health, safety and welfare of pupils. Any identified issues are rectified quickly. 
The lighting and acoustics in teaching rooms are suitable. Drinking water dispensers are available for 
pupils throughout the school. There is adequate space for outdoor play and PE with imaginative use 
of woodland areas for the pupils in Kinder and primary.

Part 6 – Provision of information
2.21 The standard relating to the provision of information [paragraph 32] is met.

2.22 A range of information is variously published, provided or made available to parents, inspectors and 
local authorities. This information incudes details about the proprietor, the aims of the school and the 
curriculum offered. The safeguarding policy is posted on the school’s website. Arrangements and 
polices for admissions, behaviour and exclusions, bullying, complaints, health and safety, first aid, 
provision for pupils with SEND and those with EAL are available either on the school’s website or on 
request from the school. Particulars of the school’s academic performance during the preceding 
school year and its results in public examinations are published. The school fulfils the requirement in 
providing a full written report at least annually on each pupil’s attainment and progress, as well as 
holding parent-teacher meetings at various times during the year. 

Part 7 – Manner in which complaints are handled
2.23 The standard relating to the handling of complaints [paragraph 33] is met.
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2.24 The school’s complaints procedure is published on the school’s website. It provides for a three-stage 
process with clear timescales, including an initial informal stage. If concerns are not resolved 
informally, parents are able to proceed to a formal stage by submitting a complaint in writing. If the 
concerns still remain unresolved, the school makes provision for a hearing before a panel which 
includes at least one person independent of the management and running of the school, which 
parents may attend, accompanied if they wish. The panel will then make findings and 
recommendations. A confidential record is kept of all complaints and findings, including action taken 
by the school, whether or not the complaint is upheld. 

Part 8 – Quality of leadership in and management of schools
2.25 The standard relating to leadership and management of the school [paragraph 34] is met.

2.26 The leaders and governors worked collaboratively with inspectors to successfully address the issues 
in the original inspection visit. By the end of the inspection the issues had been addressed and the 
school now meets relevant requirements. The leaders demonstrate sufficient knowledge and 
understanding of the standards for British schools overseas. They fulfil their responsibilities effectively 
so that these standards are met consistently and, as a result, they actively promote the wellbeing of 
pupils.

2.27 Section 3 of this report provides a more detailed evaluation of the impact of leadership and 
management on the pupils’ learning, achievement and personal development.
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3. Inspection of Educational Quality

Preface
In addition to evaluating whether or not the school met all of the Standards for British Schools Overseas, this 
inspection evaluated the quality of the school’s work, focusing on the two key outcomes for pupils:

- the quality of the pupils’ learning and achievement;

- the quality of the pupils’ personal development;

Headline judgements of educational quality include one of the ISI descriptors ‘excellent’, ‘good’, ‘sound’ or 
‘unsatisfactory’. In addition, the text identifies clearly the impact of the curriculum, teaching, pastoral care, 
leadership and management on outcomes for pupils.

As ISI inspections of British schools overseas are for the benefit of the pupils, inspections aim to:

 provide objective and reliable inspection reports which help schools to recognise and build on 
their strengths and to identify and remedy any weaknesses;

 inform parents and the wider public of the quality of British schools overseas by placing reports 
in the public domain;

 help schools to improve the quality and effectiveness of pupils’ education.

The report refers to year groups in accordance with the system most commonly used in England. Key findings

3.1 The quality of the pupils’ learning and achievement is good.

3.2 The quality of the pupils’ personal development is excellent.

Recommendations
3.3 The school is advised to make the following improvements:

 Ensure lesson planning includes a range of tasks that are well matched to individual pupil’s prior 
attainments and ability.

 Ensure that pupils receive effective feedback so they know how they can improve.

 Ensure pupils overall progress is promoted by embedding challenging extension tasks that involve 
higher-order thinking skills in teachers’ lesson planning.

 Ensure more opportunities are made available for all pupils to take leadership in their learning 
and to, especially for younger pupils, to extend their use of ICT.

 Introduce an effective system for teachers to learn best practice from each other.

The quality of the pupils’ learning and achievement
3.4 The quality of the pupils’ learning and achievement is good.

3.5 Pupils at Edron made good progress at all levels of the school, particularly considering almost all pupils 
have English as an additional language and are bilingual. Younger pupils express themselves in their 
chosen language ensuring that their skills and knowledge can develop from a solid language 
foundation. Pupils are beginning to benefit from the recently introduced detailed tracking system that 
is used well by some teachers to inform them of their progress against expectations, but this is not yet 
consistent across all sections of the school. Pupils’ achievement and attainment at IGCSE is in line with 
Cambridge Assessment International Education (CAIE) worldwide average in terms of A*–C grades, 
although as many others taking these examinations pupils are operating in their second language. In 
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the sixth form, IB pupils achieve scores in line with their ability and above worldwide averages. Pupils 
with SEND are supported by a team of specialist staff who produce an individual educational plan (IEP) 
which is shared with each pupil’s teachers to ensure they are able to make similar progress to their 
peers. Data produced by the school is beginning to be analysed for different groups of pupils to enable 
improved monitoring and intervention. In the pre-inspection questionnaires, almost all parents and 
pupils stated that the school gives them the opportunity to learn and make good progress and develop 
skills for the future. Inspection evidence concurs and thus the school is fulfilling its aim of preparing 
pupils with the knowledge, skills and values that they need.

3.6 Pupils’ knowledge, skills and understanding are good. Pupils gain a solid appreciation of the English 
language, particularly as the youngest children start in school with little or no understanding of 
English. Pupils acquire knowledge of the world around them as evidenced in a Year 3 topic lesson 
where pupils enthusiastically hunted around the classroom for information about Sir Francis Drake. 
Pupils excel in their learning where lessons have a clear purpose and structure and there is regular 
assessment of pupils’ understanding throughout. For example, in a Year 9 Macbeth lesson where 
pupils showed a thoughtful analysis of rhythm and language in their sophisticated responses. Pupils 
make excellent progress and enjoy the challenge of fast paced lessons and work spontaneously to 
support each other, as seen in a Year 12 mathematics lesson on standard deviation. Occasionally, 
teaching does not spark pupils’ enthusiasm sufficiently to enable them to really show what they know 
and what they can do to extend their learning. This supports the views of a small minority of pupils in 
the questionnaire who felt that some lessons are not interesting or challenging.

3.7 Pupils’ oral communication skills are excellent, and this is a key area of strength across the school. 
Children in the EYFS learn to speak confidently with their teachers since they play in an environment 
which is rich in oral language. Teachers model good vocabulary and constantly enter into conversation 
with them. Pupils speak fluently and confidently due to the emphasis the school places on a bilingual 
education. Pupils are thoughtful and reflective when talking to both adults and their peers. For 
example, in a Year 5 PSHE lesson on anxiety pupils responded with sensitivity and with increased 
emotional depth as they articulated their feelings and described positive experiences with confidence. 
Pupils listen attentively to others and often use imaginative and descriptive language in class and in 
more informal settings. By Year 6, pupils are able to write sensitively, using ambitious vocabulary. In 
the secondary school, pupils show an eagerness to challenge and be challenged in debate. For 
example, in a Year 12 Theory of Knowledge (ToK) lesson, the most able pupils exhibited excellent 
knowledge and produced well-structured and intelligent arguments using complex scientific 
terminology. Written communication is more variable across the school but there are many examples 
of excellence at every level.

3.8 Pupils’ development of their competence in numeracy and the application of these skills in other areas 
of learning are good. In a Nursery class, children, unprompted by the adults in the room, counted four 
candles on a birthday cake before pretending to blow them out. In the most effective lessons, pupils 
use mathematical materials, complete numerous examples to secure a concept and adapt learning to 
challenge the more able. For example, in Year 1 all children were able to work at their appropriate 
ability as the teacher assessed their knowledge and adjusted the lesson accordingly. In the secondary 
school the most able pupils have well-honed mathematical skills which they apply with ease across 
subjects, for example in physics when using trigonometry to calculate the refractive index of Perspex 
or determining the co-efficient of friction. Pupils are confident in their numerical abilities as seen in a 
Year 10 maths lesson where they confidently manipulated algebraic factors and expressions: evidence 
of well-embedded and sound prior knowledge. This competence is applied in other subjects, as seen 
in Year 7 geography where pupils constructively used graphs and other data in a research project 
about water shortages in Mexico. Some pupils find mathematics more challenging but value it 
nonetheless and strive to develop their skills and understanding.

3.9 Pupils’ development of their competence in ICT and its application to other areas of learning is good. 
Younger children in Kinder have limited and inconsistent exposure to ICT in lessons leading to 
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development in this area which is less advanced than common for their age. Pupils use generic 
software well, for example in presentations, word processing and research but few are given the 
opportunity to use more sophisticated and innovative technology. Where ICT is used effectively within 
specific subjects in the secondary school, pupils’ skills are much better developed. Many sixth-form 
pupils make good use of ICT where many bring their own device and are competent users of graphical 
calculators for example, when using normal distribution curves to determine probability of events 
occurring within fixed limits. Pupils in Years 8 and 9 made good progress in designing and programming 
their own computer games and in their understanding of global population patterns using bespoke 
software. Some pupil work is undertaken within a digital classroom, but pupils have difficulty in 
accessing and organising their notes efficiently due to the lack of consistency in approach by their 
teachers.

3.10 Pupils develop good study skills so that they can start to learn independently. In the most effective 
lessons observed pupils thinking is stretched as they are given the time to analyse and hypothesise in 
order to refine their outcomes and ideas, their learning is thus promoted by teachers who facilitate 
their development through consistent reinforcement of school teaching policies and procedures. 
Primary pupils are given the time to analyse and hypothesise in order to refine their outcomes and 
ideas. Pupils in Year 5 were able to discuss the reason for undertaking a task by drawing upon a suitably 
wide range of sources to develop their higher-order skills. In a lesson that fully engaged them, pupils 
dissected a Stone Age poo to learn more and hypothesise about the diet eaten by Stone Age dwellers. 
Secondary school pupils were testing their own hypotheses by walking the site built as it is on the side 
of a steep hill, measuring the angle of elevation. Pupils respond well to being stretched but where 
there is a lack of pace and insufficient challenge to enable the best outcomes, pupils do not 
concentrate, and poor behaviour negatively further impacts their progress. Where pupils are given 
the opportunity to access higher-order thinking skills, they respond positively to the challenge and 
achieve excellent results. For example, in several English lessons where pupils’ level of analysis of 
complex texts (including Shakespearean plays and Homer) was exceptional for those using their 
second language.

3.11 Pupil achievements outside lessons are sound with some outstanding individual successes. These 
include pupils achieving bronze and silver awards in mathematics and science Olympiads and selection 
for summer schools at American universities. The vast majority of pupils gain multiple offers from 
leading universities including in the UK, Netherlands, USA, Canada and Mexico. Pupils benefit from 
‘The Edron Plus’ programme of extra-curricular activities which offers a range of clubs and societies, 
although uptake from pupils is relatively small. Several school teams enjoy successes and pupils who 
compete in national sporting competition such as ice hockey, hockey and golf are supported in their 
talents by the school. Pupils enjoy working across the age groups on the school drama production. 
Senior pupils take the lead on set design and music and the pupils work well together.

3.12 Pupils’ attitudes towards learning, including their ability to demonstrate initiative and independence, 
their willingness to work collaboratively and the extent to which they take leadership in their learning 
are good. In Kinder children display effective attitudes towards learning when high quality teaching is 
evident, reflecting the school’s ethos. Pupils are cooperative and purposeful because the teachers 
provide stimulating activities and a nurturing environment. In the primary school pupils’ willingness 
to work collaboratively is strong. Pupils display an appetite for and interest in learning which becomes 
more pronounced by the sixth form. Where pupils are not sufficiently extended, pupils are less 
engaged and less positive in their attitude. The pupils embrace leadership opportunities as house 
captains and school council representatives. Pupils’ attitudes to learning are for the most part good. 
Pupils’ maturity develops quickly as they move up through the secondary school with predominantly 
excellent attitudes demonstrated by sixth-form pupils when studying the IB. When given the 
opportunity, pupils collaborate enthusiastically in class and show strong leadership qualities, for 
example, when acting as team coaches or when part of the school council. Pupil leadership is not fully 
embedded throughout the school and sixth-form pupils tend to operate around the requirements of 
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the IB course, while younger pupils looked to the school to provide opportunities for them rather than 
take the initiative themselves.

The quality of the pupils’ personal development
3.13 The quality of the pupils’ personal development is excellent.

3.14 Pupils throughout the school demonstrate an exemplary level of self-confidence when talking 
amongst themselves and to adults. This is due in part, to the policy of pupils being permitted to express 
themselves in either Spanish or English and an approach that promotes learning to be as important as 
outcome. Pupils’ self-understanding is excellent, and they possess a natural self-esteem. Pupils’ 
resilience was very evident in those spoken to during inspection when discussing national and 
international disasters they had lived through. Pupils spoke of the fear they felt during the major 
earthquake in 2017, whilst they were at school and how they subsequently worked to support those 
who were displaced and made homeless. In 2020 and 2021, pupils were able to access their education 
due to the school’s adaption of the curriculum as Mexico imposed some of the toughest COVID 
restrictions in the world on schools. Pupils are self-aware and show an impressive degree of self-
understanding by the time they reach Year 12, supporting the ethos of the school which encourages 
pupils from an early age to ‘be the change’. Pupils in Year 12 are able to identify what they have learnt 
about themselves. Pupils have learnt to be more flexible in the way they work with others and have 
become more adept at coming up with solutions themselves rather than expecting things to be solved 
for them.

3.15 Pupils are strong and effective decision-makers. Pupils are able to articulate and demonstrate they 
have an excellent understanding that the decisions they make affect themselves and others. For 
example, as seen in a Year 7 geography lesson where pupils designed imaginative projects to solve 
Mexico’s water shortages. From an early age, children are excellent decision-makers, whether it be 
through the activities that they choose or the friends with whom they work and play. Pupils reflect on 
the choices they make in their relationships and with their own well-being within the PSHE 
programme. Pupils enjoy being given choices and where teachers facilitate and guide this in lessons, 
pupils’ outcomes are exceptional. In some lessons pupils have choice around tasks or topics which 
they relish. Most significantly, pupils feel they have the choice to be who they want to be and that this 
is accepted at school regardless of how they dress or what they believe.

3.16 Pupils’ spiritual understanding and an appreciation of non-material aspects of life is excellent. Pupils 
have a mature understanding and appreciation of important issues, most of which are covered within 
the curriculum and assemblies, reinforcing the strong school values of respect, positive attitude, 
honesty, trust, responsibility and fairness. Pupils are clear about their school values and how to apply 
them. Younger pupils spoke thoughtfully about their priorities as they grow up and, without exception, 
their ambitions were around enjoyment and not about financial success. Pupils in the secondary 
school defined their own spirituality as respecting others and aiming for self-fulfilment, happiness and 
empathy. They were united in their firm view that the school has helped them develop this sense of 
what really matters in life. Sixth-form pupils are able to develop their spiritual understanding through 
the CAS (creativity, activity, service) element of the IB, whether that is through the creative side of 
school such as composing songs, or the activity part where pupils gain their own spiritual uplift through 
helping others less fortunate than themselves and feeling the rewards this brings to the self as well as 
others.

3.17 Pupils have a well ingrained understanding of the difference between right and wrong and generally 
their behaviour, though lively, is self-moderated, courteous and respectful. Pupils’ clear sense of right 
and wrong is evident in lessons. In the questionnaires, the large majority of pupils stated they 
understand the sanctions for poor behaviour and know that the school encourages them to behave 
well. A small minority of both parents and pupils felt that the school does not do all that it can to 
prevent bullying. Inspectors found that the school are working closely with both to ensure they 
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understand the expectations and definitions of behaviour, together with new systems to provide more 
effective monitoring and oversight. Children in Kinder clearly understood the importance of being 
truthful and taking responsibility for their actions. Throughout the school, pupils receive important 
messages about right and wrong through assemblies, their PSHE lessons and special occasions.

3.18 Pupils demonstrate excellent levels of social development which reflect the school’s aims and ethos, 
so that they have a keen sense of the value of collaboration and of contributing to the community. 
Pupils socialise naturally and get on well together. In lessons, when given opportunities for effective 
collaborative work they work extremely well together. At lunchtime, pupils naturally gravitate into 
their social groups, generally a mix of male and female and enjoy these social occasions either at tables 
in the kiosk (school café) or perching themselves in the many corners and walls around the site. In 
interviews, pupils were open and forthcoming, and as happy to ask questions as they are to answer. 
In formal interviews particularly they show themselves to have adept social skills. Pupils generally mix 
well across year groups, enjoying cross age activities, and contributing to an ambience of corporate 
togetherness.

3.19 Pupils’ ability to fulfil responsibilities and contribute positively to the lives of others within the school, 
the local community and wider society is excellent. Pupils participate in a number of altruistic activities 
including raising money for a cancer charity and the elderly. Pupils are exceptionally supportive of 
those less fortunate than themselves and are proud of their country, as seen in the weekly assembly 
where the Bandera (Mexican flag) is marched in and the national anthem is sung. Sixth-form pupils 
are involved in some imaginative and collaborative community projects which are supported by 
younger pupils. For example, pupils have a close relationship with and raise money for a local 
orphanage and each form has a specific child whom it supports. The recent Edron Fair enabled pupils 
to build closer relationships with the children at the orphanage who joined pupils at the event. At the 
top of the school, senior pupils are elected by their peers to positions of responsibility in houses and 
the school; roles they fulfil with great effectiveness. Pupils gain a true sense of the world beyond Edron 
where deprivation results in such inequality of opportunity. Pupils are motivated by their conviction 
in the value of making a real difference, reflecting the successful fulfilment of one of the school’s aims.

3.20 Pupils have an excellent understanding of how to stay safe and healthy both physically and mentally, 
through a combination of dedicated PSHE lessons as well as assemblies and other cross curricular links 
in other subjects. Pupils excellent understanding of mental wellbeing and the importance of exercise 
is strengthened through lessons that have a particular focus. In a PSHE lesson younger pupils described 
intelligently how positive actions helped them to overcome physical symptoms of anxiety. Younger 
pupils have an extensive understanding of the importance of a balanced diet. In Kinder, the pupils 
have pride in their snack that they bring in from home, as it is distributed to every member of the class 
on a rota basis. The snack contents are monitored by the teachers. Pupils feel safe in school, and this 
was confirmed in their responses to the questionnaire. They have a good understanding of online 
safety stating that this is covered regularly in school.

3.21 Pupils’ ability to respect and value diversity within society, to show respect and appreciation of their 
own and other cultures and to demonstrate sensitivity and tolerance to those from different 
backgrounds and traditions is excellent. Pupils demonstrate a rich knowledge of their own culture and 
show openness and tolerance towards others. Pupils spoke about Catholicism in Mexico and the 
respect for those who had different beliefs. Pupils have a natural sense of respect which pervades the 
school and is embedded in Edron values. Pupils valued the buddy system and the culture of respect 
that permeates the school. Many pupils spoken to referenced the LGBTQ+ society as an example of 
how they are permitted to be whomever they want to be. Pupils are aware of their privileged position 
in Mexican society and show understanding and compassion for those less educated than themselves. 
Pupils value each pupil’s right to be an individual highly and are appreciative of the school’s culture 
allowing them to realise their own individuality while respecting that of others.
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4. Inspection Evidence
4.1 The inspectors observed lessons, conducted formal interviews with pupils and examined samples of 

pupils’ work. They held discussions with members of staff and with a group of governors and observed 
a sample of the extra-curricular activities that occurred during the inspection period. Inspectors visited 
the facilities for sick and injured pupils, together with the learning support and educational resource 
areas. The responses of parents and pupils to pre-inspection questionnaires were analysed, and the 
inspectors examined curriculum and other regulatory documentation made available by the school.

Inspectors

Miss Sue Duff Reporting inspector

Mrs Serena Alexander Assistant reporting inspector

Mr Joe Eyles Team inspector (Vice-principal, COBIS school, Czech Republic)

Mrs Pippa Smithson Team inspector (Head, Society of Heads school, UK)

Mrs Sarah White Team inspector (Head, ISA school, UK)

Mr Andy Williams Team inspector (Head, HMC school, UK)




