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The Independent Schools Inspectorate is appointed by the 
Department for Education to inspect association independent 
schools in England. Our inspections report on the extent to 
which the statutory Independent School Standards and other 
applicable regulatory requirements are met, collectively 
referred to in this report as ‘the Standards’.
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Inspection outcome 

The school meets all the relevant Standards that were considered during this inspection. 

Inspection findings

Part 3. Welfare, health and safety of pupils

ISSR paragraphs 7(a) and (b), 15

1. The school has an appropriate policy for safeguarding, which includes suitable arrangements to 
safeguard and promote the specific welfare and safeguarding needs of pupils at the school. The 
policy is effectively implemented.

2. The headteachers have recruited a new designated safeguarding lead (DSL) who is also a member of 
the school’s leadership team. The DSL has completed appropriate training for the role, which is in 
line with statutory guidance and local requirements. 

3. Leaders ensure that all staff have frequent and effective training so that they understand what they 
need to do to fulfil their statutory safeguarding responsibilities. Leaders ensure there is an effective 
culture of safeguarding across the school. Staff know how to raise any concerns they may have that 
a pupil may be at risk of harm. Leaders ensure that staff also know how to raise any concerns 
regarding the conduct of adults in school. The DSL responds swiftly to any potential concern. The 
DSL maintains detailed and thorough records of concerns which are kept securely. 

4. Pupils learn to keep themselves safe, including online, through the curriculum and wider discussions 
with staff. Leaders have put in place appropriate systems for monitoring and filtering the use of 
technology by staff and pupils. These systems are checked routinely to ensure that they are fit for 
purpose and protect users effectively.

5. The advisory governing body provides additional assurance and oversight in the school’s 
arrangements for safeguarding and provision for pupils. 

6. The school’s attendance policy and practice meet the requirements of current statutory guidance. 
There is a senior attendance champion who overseas and monitors attendance with a weekly 
review. Afternoon attendance is taken in line with guidance, and all pupils are seen to ensure they 
are present in school. Leaders work closely with the local authority and report absence as required. 
Leaders promote and incentivise good attendance and work closely with pupils and their families to 
ensure that pupils attend school regularly.

7. The school meets the Standards.

Part 6. Provision of information

ISSR paragraph 32(1)(c) and (h) 

8. The school meets the requirements for providing information relating to safeguarding to parents by 
publishing the safeguarding policy on the school’s website.

9. The school reports to the local authority details of the annual account of income received and 
expenditure incurred by the school in respect of all pupils who are wholly or partly funded by the 
local authority. 

10. The school meets the Standards.
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Part 8. Quality of leadership and management of schools

ISSR paragraph 34

11. Leaders have appointed a new DSL who is not a proprietor and is a member of the senior leadership 
team. The arrangements for safeguarding now meet the criteria set out in the statutory guidance. 

12. Leaders ensure that the school’s arrangements for managing pupils’ attendance now reflects 
statutory guidance. 

13. Leaders communicate effectively with the local authority providing them with the required annual 
report of income and expenditure for each pupil who has an education, health and care plan (EHC 
plan).  

14. Leaders demonstrate that they have good skills and knowledge appropriate to their role so that the 
Independent School Standards are now met. 

15. The school meets the Standards.
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School details

School Abbot’s Way School

Department for Education number 933/6015

Address Abbot’s Way School
St Mary’s Road
Meare
Somerset
BA6 9SR

Phone number 01458 397497

Email address office@abbotsway.co.uk

Website www.abbotswayschool.co.uk

Proprietor Abbot’s Way Limited

Chair Ms Hellen Papworth and Mr Gareth Wright

Headteacher Ms Hellen Papworth and Mr Gareth Wright

Age range 7 to 16

Number of pupils 40

Date of previous inspection 3 to 5 June 2025
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Information about the school 

16. Abbot’s Way School is a co-educational day school in Meare, Somerset. It is a special school for 
pupils who have specific learning difficulties, speech, language and communication needs, and 
physical and/or sensory needs. The school is owned by a limited company whose two directors are 
its joint headteachers. Governance is provided by an advisory governing body appointed by the 
proprietors. 

17. All pupils have special educational needs and/or disabilities and an education, health and care plan. 

18. No pupils speak English is an additional language.

19. The school states that its aims are to provide an exemplary holistic, specialist education for pupils 
with dyslexia, dyspraxia, dyscalculia and associated needs, so that all pupils achieve their own 
personal potential, both academically and pastorally.

Purpose of the progress monitoring inspection
Inspectors carried out this inspection under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education and Skills Act 2008. 
This inspection was an unannounced progress monitoring inspection which was carried out at the 
request of the Department for Education. The purpose of this inspection was to monitor the progress 
the school has made in meeting the Independent School Standards, and any other requirements that 
the school was judged not to comply with at its previous inspection.
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Inspection details

Inspection dates 25 November 2025

20. One reporting inspector visited the school for one day.

21. Inspection activities included:

 scrutiny of a range of policies, documentation and records provided by the school and 
information available on the school’s website

 discussions with the chair and other member of the advisory board

 discussions with the headteachers, school leaders, and other members of staff

 discussions with pupils. 
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How are association independent schools in England inspected?

 The Department for Education is the regulator for independent schools in England.

 ISI is approved by the Secretary of State for Education to inspect independent schools in England, 
which are members of associations in membership of the Independent Schools Council.

 ISI inspections report to the Department for Education on the extent to which the statutory 
Independent School Standards, the EYFS statutory framework requirements, the National Minimum 
Standards for boarding schools and any other relevant Standards are met. 

 For more information, please visit www.isi.net.

Independent Schools Inspectorate

CAP House, 9-12 Long Lane, London, EC1A 9HA 

For more information, please visit isi.net




