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The Independent Schools Inspectorate is appointed by the 
Department for Education to inspect association independent 
schools in England. Our inspections report on the extent to 
which the statutory Independent School Standards and other 
applicable regulatory requirements are met, collectively 
referred to in this report as ‘the Standards’.
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Inspection outcome 

The school meets all the relevant Standards that were considered during this inspection.

Inspection findings

Part 3. Welfare, health and safety of pupils

ISSR Paragraphs 7(a) and (b), 16(a) and (b)

1. The school has an appropriate safeguarding policy which reflects statutory guidance. This policy 
ensures that suitable arrangements are in place to safeguard and promote the welfare of pupils at 
the school. Leaders ensure that these arrangements are implemented effectively.

2. There is an appropriate team of safeguarding leaders, including a designated leader, based at each 
of the school’s two sites. These safeguarding leaders undertake regular training at a suitably 
advanced level. Staff receive regular and appropriate training so that they understand the latest 
safeguarding guidance and understand their responsibilities to promote the wellbeing and 
safeguarding of pupils. Leaders give new staff a suitable induction process so that they understand, 
from the start of their employment, their obligations under the school’s code of conduct.

3. Staff understand the school’s reporting systems and promptly report any concerns they have that a 
pupil may be at risk of harm. Staff know that it is important to share any concerns they may have 
about the behaviour of adults in school. This includes reporting any behaviour towards pupils which 
does not meet a threshold of harm but may be contrary to the school’s code of conduct. Leaders 
respond to all concerns raised promptly and effectively. 

4. Leaders liaise with external agencies without delay, when necessary, to support pupils and their 
families. Leaders ensure that they record any such contact methodically. All records are maintained 
appropriately so that leaders can monitor ongoing concerns as well as looking for any patterns or 
trends.

5. Teachers ensure that pupils learn how to keep themselves safe, including when they are using the 
internet as part of the school’s curriculum. Leaders ensure that pupils’ online access while at school 
is suitably monitored and filtered. These systems are tested on a regular basis to ensure that they 
are robust.

6. Governors appropriately monitor safeguarding practice at school. Governors with specific 
responsibility for safeguarding meet regularly with safeguarding leaders, and all governors read 
reports, including suitable annual reviews of safeguarding, which are discussed at meetings of the 
board.

7. Leaders now appropriately assess all potential risks presented by any safeguarding concerns and 
take effective action to mitigate these risks. These risk assessments are reviewed as necessary to 
ensure that they remain effective for as long as they are required.

8. The school meets the Standards.

Part 6. Provision of information

ISSR paragraph 32(1)(c)

9. The school meets the requirements for providing information relating to safeguarding to parents. 
Particulars of the arrangements for safeguarding are published on the school’s website.
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10. The school meets the Standards.

Part 8. Quality of leadership and management of schools

ISSR paragraphs 34(1)(a), 34(1)(b), 34(1)(c), 34(2)

11. Governors and leaders have worked together effectively to create and implement an appropriate 
action plan in response to the unmet standards found at the previous inspection. They have put in 
place effective systems and procedures to ensure that the Standards are met consistently. They have 
undertaken additional training and sought advice appropriately, including from the local authority.

12. Leaders ensure that they pass on relevant information, including any safeguarding information, in a 
timely manner to any educational institution to which pupils transition after their time at the school.

13. Leaders and governors demonstrate that they have the skills and knowledge to fulfil their 
responsibilities effectively and to actively promote the wellbeing of pupils.

14. The school meets the Standards.



© Independent Schools Inspectorate 2025 Fairley House School – July 2025

School details

School Fairley House School

Department for Education number 213/6327

Registered charity number 281680

Address 30 Causton Street
London
SW1P 4AU

Phone number 020 7976 5456

Email address enquiries@fairleyhouse.org.uk

Website www.fairleyhouse.org.uk

Proprietor Fairley House School

Interim Chair Mr Paul Barnaby

Acting Headteacher Mrs Alex Benkreira

Age range 5 to 16

Number of pupils 228  

Date of previous inspection 4 to 6 February 2025
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Information about the school 

16. Fairley House School is an independent co-educational day school for pupils who require support 
with specific learning difficulties. It is a charitable trust operating under the direction of a board of 
governors. The school is located on two sites in central London. The senior school, for pupils in Years 
8 to 11, is situated in Westminster, and the junior school, for those in Years 2 to 7, is situated in 
Lambeth. Since the previous inspection, an interim chair was elected in May 2025.

17. All pupils who attend the school have special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). There are 
143 pupils in the school who have an education, health and care (EHC) plan.

18. The school has identified no pupils for whom English is an additional language.

19. The school states that its aims are to provide rich and stimulating multi-sensory learning experiences 
which engage children, capitalise on their strengths and support them in overcoming barriers to 
their learning. The school community strives to create a nurturing ethos which supports the 
development and achievement of the whole child so that everyone succeeds.

Purpose of the progress monitoring inspection

Inspectors carried out this inspection under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education and Skills Act 2008. 
This inspection was an unannounced progress monitoring inspection which was carried out at the 
request of the Department for Education. The purpose of this inspection was to monitor the progress 
the school has made in meeting the Independent School Standards and any other requirements that the 
school was judged not to comply with at its previous inspection.
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Inspection details

Inspection date 9 July 2025

20. Two reporting inspectors visited the school for one day.

21. Inspection activities included:

 scrutiny of a range of policies, documentation and records provided by the school and 
information available on the school’s website

 discussions with the chair of governors and members of the governing body

 discussions with the headteacher, school leaders, managers and other members of staff

 discussions with pupils.
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How are association independent schools in England inspected?

 The Department for Education is the regulator for independent schools in England.

 ISI is approved by the Secretary of State for Education to inspect independent schools in England, 
which are members of associations in membership of the Independent Schools Council.

 ISI inspections report to the Department for Education on the extent to which the statutory 
Independent School Standards, the EYFS statutory framework requirements, the National Minimum 
Standards for boarding schools and any other relevant Standards are met. 

 For more information, please visit www.isi.net.

Independent Schools Inspectorate

CAP House, 9-12 Long Lane, London, EC1A 9HA 

For more information, please visit isi.net




