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The Independent Schools Inspectorate is appointed by the 
Department for Education to inspect association independent 
schools in England. Our inspections report on the extent to 
which the statutory Independent School Standards and other 
applicable regulatory requirements are met, collectively 
referred to in this report as ‘the Standards’.
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Inspection outcome 

The school meets all the relevant Standards that were considered during this inspection. 

Inspection findings

Part 3. Welfare, health and safety of pupils

ISSR paragraphs 7(a) and 7(b); 15; EYFS 3.5, 3.9, 3.11 

1. The school’s safeguarding arrangements are effective. Leaders implement a safeguarding policy that 
reflects statutory guidance, including the requirements of the early years foundation stage (EYFS) 
framework and local safeguarding procedures. The policy includes clear guidance on recognising, 
recording and reporting safeguarding concerns, managing allegations against adults and sharing 
information with external agencies. Leaders monitor safeguarding practice regularly and ensure that 
adults receive ongoing training and guidance. As a result, safeguarding arrangements are robust and 
the welfare of pupils and of children in the early years is promoted. 

2. Leaders have improved safeguarding training for staff across the school by ensuring it is more 
systematically delivered and monitored. Leaders have introduced effective systems to assure 
themselves that staff understand their safeguarding responsibilities. Staff know how to recognise 
and report safeguarding concerns and do this promptly. Pupils know that adults will follow up any 
worries or concerns they may have in an appropriate way.

3. Leaders have improved the arrangements for recording safeguarding concerns and how these are 
followed up. Leaders review these records to identify any patterns of concern over time. Adults 
understand safeguarding thresholds and know how to refer any concerns they may have to leaders 
and/or external agencies. The proprietor ensures, through regular review, that the arrangements to 
safeguard pupils are effectively implemented.

4. Leaders with safeguarding responsibilities work closely with external agencies and with families to 
help ensure that pupils are given the support they need. Leaders understand local thresholds for 
reporting concerns and seek guidance, for example, from regional networks, children’s services and 
the local safeguarding partners.

5. Leaders have reviewed and updated the school’s attendance policy and procedures so that they are 
now in line with current statutory guidance. Leaders monitor pupils’ attendance carefully through 
daily registers and regular analysis of pupils’ attendance patterns. Leaders ensure that any 
unexplained absences are followed up promptly. Leaders consider potential safeguarding risks when 
pupils or children in the early years are absent from school and refer any concerns to the local 
authority when necessary. 

6. Leaders have implemented a system that effectively prevents pupils from accessing inappropriate 
material online. Leaders monitor use of the internet by pupils and adults in school. The proprietor 
regularly reviews records of use so that they can assure themselves that any concerns are identified 
and acted on. Leaders check that the systems are working effectively to safeguard pupils and staff 
when they are using the internet at school. 

7. The school meets the Standards.
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Part 6. Provision of information

ISSR paragraph 32(1)(c)

8. The school meets the requirements for providing information relating to safeguarding to parents. 
Particulars of the arrangements for safeguarding are published on the school’s website.

9. The school meets the Standards.

Part 8. Quality of leadership and management of schools

ISSR paragraph 34 

10. The proprietors now maintain appropriate oversight of leaders’ work to ensure the effective 
safeguarding of pupils and staff. They have made adjustments in staffing to ensure that those in 
leadership roles have the appropriate time to undertake their safeguarding responsibilities. Leaders 
have successfully executed a comprehensive and detailed action plan following the previous 
inspection.

11. The proprietors have carried out a thorough review of the school’s attendance procedures and 
safeguarding arrangements. The proprietors maintain effective oversight to assure themselves that 
leaders take the necessary steps to ensure that statutory requirements, including the independent 
school standards and the requirements of the early years foundation stage are met consistently.

12. The school meets the Standards.
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School details

School Whitehall School

Department for Education number 873/6015

Registered early years number EY449864

Address Whitehall School
117 High Street
Somersham
Huntingdon
Cambridgeshire
PE28 3EH

Phone number 01487 840966

Email address office@whitehallschool.com

Website www.whitehallschool.com

Proprietor Whitehall School Ltd

Chair Ms Rebecca Hutley

Headteacher Mr Christopher Holmes

Age range 6 months to 11 years

Number of pupils 104

Number of children in the early years 
registered setting 

50

Date of previous inspection 16 to 18 September 2025
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Information about the school 

13. Whitehall School is a co-educational day school located near Huntingdon in Cambridgeshire. It 
consists of: a nursery, for children age six months to four years; the infants, for pupils aged four to 
seven years; and the juniors, for pupils aged seven to eleven years. The school is governed by a 
board of directors, all of whom are members of the family who own the school.

14. There is a single Reception class of nine children, based on the main school site. The registered early 
years setting caters for 50 children, in three classes. 

15. The school has identified 22 pupils as having special educational needs and/or disabilities. No pupil 
in the school has an education, health and care plan.

16. The school has identified 13 pupils for whom English is an additional language.

17. The school states its aims are to provide an environment where pupils flourish academically, 
personally and socially whilst learning to think independently. It seeks to inspire pupils to learn and 
to enable them to acquire the skills they will need to adapt to a changing world.

Purpose of the progress monitoring

Inspectors carried out this inspection under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education and Skills Act 2008. 
This inspection was an unannounced progress monitoring inspection which was carried out at the 
request of the Department for Education. The purpose of this inspection was to monitor the progress 
the school has made in meeting the Independent School Standards, Early Years Foundation Stage 
requirements and any other requirements that the school was judged not to comply with at its previous 
inspection.
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Inspection details

Inspection dates 6 March 2026

18. One reporting inspector and one team inspector visited the school for one day.

19. Inspection activities included

 scrutiny of a range of policies, documentation and records provided by the school and 
information available on the school’s website

 a tour of the school site

 a discussion with the chair of governors

 discussions with the headteacher, school leaders, managers and other members of staff.
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How are association independent schools in England inspected?

 The Department for Education is the regulator for independent schools in England.

 ISI is approved by the Secretary of State for Education to inspect independent schools in England, 
which are members of associations in membership of the Independent Schools Council.

 ISI inspections report to the Department for Education on the extent to which the statutory 
Independent School Standards, the EYFS statutory framework requirements, the National Minimum 
Standards for boarding schools and any other relevant Standards are met. 

 For more information, please visit www.isi.net.

Independent Schools Inspectorate

CAP House, 9-12 Long Lane, London, EC1A 9HA 

For more information, please visit isi.net




