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The Independent Schools Inspectorate is appointed by the 
Department for Education to inspect association independent 
schools in England. Our inspections report on the extent to 
which the statutory Independent School Standards and other 
applicable regulatory requirements are met, collectively 
referred to in this report as ‘the Standards’.
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Inspection outcome 

The school meets all the relevant Standards that were considered during this inspection. 

Inspection findings

Part 3. Welfare, health and safety of pupils

ISSR paragraphs 7(a) and (b), 16; EYFS Safeguarding and welfare requirements 3.4, 3.5, 3.7, 3.76

1. Safeguarding procedures are implemented effectively across the school in support of the pupils’ 
needs. Staff understand that safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. They receive suitable training, 
including induction training when they join the school. Leaders communicate promptly about any 
changes to statutory guidance. Safeguarding is reviewed with staff at each weekly briefing. 

2. Since the last inspection one designated safeguarding leader (DSL) has been appointed. They are 
well known to the school community who understand their role in leading safeguarding. As a result, 
the school’s pastoral support structure and the safeguarding policy now align with statutory 
guidance. 

3. Higher level training is in place for the DSL and the safeguarding team. They have the knowledge, 
skills and experience to fulfil their roles effectively and understand safeguarding factors which are 
linked to the school’s context.

4. Safeguarding records are suitably detailed and kept with appropriate care taken over confidentiality 
and security in line with statutory guidance. Staff receive training in how to record a concern.

5. Staff respond quickly to any safeguarding concern. Pupils who may be at risk of harm are supported 
and monitored over the longer term. Staff understand the importance of raising low-level concerns 
about staff conduct in keeping everyone safe.

6. The school’s safeguarding leaders work well with external agencies, including the local authority 
designated officer, children’s services, early help and the police. They take advice as needed and 
understand the thresholds for referrals that are in place.

7. Pupils know that there is a range of adults to support them should they have a concern. This helps 
pupils feel safe in school. Safeguarding notices are in place across the site and alert pupils to key 
personnel and useful external sources of help if they need it. Pupils know how to respond should 
there be someone unfamiliar on site. Systems are in place to identify members of staff and visitors. 
Pupils know the systems available to them to share a concern privately or anonymously.

8. Focused teaching in computing and in PSHE helps pupils understand how to stay safe online. The 
school’s internet filtering and monitoring arrangements are robust and checked and tested regularly. 
Records are kept of any attempt to access inappropriate material and trends are monitored. Pupils 
understand the reasons for the school’s policy of not allowing phones in school.

9. The proprietor and members of the advisory board exercise suitable oversight of safeguarding. They 
meet regularly with members of the safeguarding team and remain informed through regular 
reports and review of records.

10. The school’s attendance policy has been updated in line with statutory guidance. Parents have been 
made aware of the key changes. Leaders monitor pupils’ attendance patterns closely. They notify 
the local authority if a pupil is absent for an extended period and when a pupil joins or leaves the 
school at a non-standard transition point.
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11. Leaders have extended the management of risk on site since the last inspection. Effective new 
mitigation strategies have been identified and implemented. Processes for the management of 
visitors to the separate nursery on the school site have been developed in ways that support site 
security and safety for pupils and staff. A system of daily site checks is in place. Risk assessments are 
reviewed regularly so that documentation for risk is fully up to date, with all risk assessments signed 
off by the head teacher.

12. Since the last inspection, leaders have introduced further security measures for the site, including 
closed circuit television cameras and the provision of further key code entry systems on external 
doors. Cameras are monitored closely by three different staff at any one time. Entry codes are 
rigorously managed and changed regularly, such as when a member of staff leaves. 

13. The school meets the Standards. 

Part 6. Provision of information

ISSR paragraph 32(1)(c)

14. The school meets the requirements for providing safeguarding information to parents. Policies 
which explain the procedures for safeguarding are published on the school’s website.

15. The school meets the Standard. 

Part 8. Quality of leadership and management of schools

ISSR paragraphs 34(1)(a), 34(1)(b), 34(1)(c)

16. The proprietor has ensured that leaders have implemented the action plan fully and effectively 
following the last inspection so that the Standards are met and the wellbeing of pupils is promoted.

17. Leaders ensure that there is now one designated safeguarding leader (DSL) for the whole school. The 
leadership of safeguarding now follows statutory guidance.

18. Leaders now assess risk more effectively. Risks associated with the school site have been reviewed in 
detail since the last inspection. Suitable new policies are in place and fully implemented by staff.

19. Leaders have introduced appropriate further security measures to mitigate risks associated with 
access to the school site.

20. The school meets the Standards.
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School details

School Birchfield School

Department for Education number 893/6014

Address Birchfield School
Harriot’s Hayes Lane
Albrighton
Wolverhampton
West Midlands
WV7 3AF

Phone number 01902 372534

Email address office@birchfieldschool.co.uk

Website www.birchfieldschool.co.uk

Proprietor Mr Gary Hartland

Chair Mr Gary Hartland

Headteacher Mrs Amy Jones

Age range 4 to 16

Number of pupils 184

Date of previous inspection 19 to 21 November 2024
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Information about the school 

21. Birchfield School is a co-educational day school located near Albrighton. Wolverhampton. The prep 
school is for pupils aged 4 to 11 and the senior school for pupils aged 11 to 16. The oldest pupils are 
currently in Year 10 as this is the first year of GCSEs at the school. The school is owned by a sole 
proprietor who is responsible for governance, supported by an advisory board.

22. There are 16 children in the early years setting in one Reception class.

23. The school has identified 46 pupils as having special educational needs and/or disabilities. Fifteen 
pupils in the school have an education, health and care plan.

24. The school has identified no pupils for whom English is an additional language.

25. The school states that its aims are to provide academic challenge through quality teaching which 
enables pupils to reach their potential. Focusing on the core values of diligence, respect, kindness, 
aspiration, resilience and pride, it aims to encourage a lifelong love of learning and to help its pupils 
be confident, happy and independent.

Purpose of the progress monitoring inspection

Inspectors carried out this inspection under section 109(1) and (2) of the Education and Skills Act 2008. 
This inspection was an unannounced progress monitoring inspection which was carried out at the 
request of the Department for Education. The purpose of this inspection was to monitor the progress 
the school has made in meeting the Independent School Standards, the Early Years Foundation Stage 
requirements and any other requirements that the school was judged not to comply with at its previous 
inspection.
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Inspection details

Inspection date 20 June 2025

26. Two reporting inspectors visited the school for one day.

27. Inspection activities included:

 scrutiny of a range of policies, documentation and records provided by the school and 
information available on the school’s website

 tour of the school site to observe arrangements for access to the site and its buildings and to visit 
the early years setting

 discussions with the proprietor

 discussions with the headteacher, school leaders, managers and other members of staff

 discussions with pupils.
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How are association independent schools in England inspected?

 The Department for Education is the regulator for independent schools in England.

 ISI is approved by the Secretary of State for Education to inspect independent schools in England, 
which are members of associations in membership of the Independent Schools Council.

 ISI inspections report to the Department for Education on the extent to which the statutory 
Independent School Standards, the EYFS statutory framework requirements, the National Minimum 
Standards for boarding schools and any other relevant Standards are met. 

 For more information, please visit www.isi.net.

Independent Schools Inspectorate

CAP House, 9-12 Long Lane, London, EC1A 9HA 

For more information, please visit isi.net




