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School’s Details
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1. Background Information

About the school
1.1 Northwood College for Girls is an independent day school for pupils aged between 3 and 18. It is 

registered as a single-sex school for female pupils. It is part of the Girls’ Day School Trust, with has its 
own local governing body but regulatory oversight is the responsibility of the Trust.

1.2 Since the previous inspection, there has been restructuring of the leadership team, review of core 
values, the refurbishment of some premises and the start of a new science building. 

1.3 The school was founded as Endsleigh House and moved to its present site in 1892. In 2013, a merger 
with Heathfield School created Northwood College for Girls. The current headteacher took up the post 
in September 2021.

1.4 During the period March to August 2020, the whole school remained open only for children of key 
workers. During this period of closure the school provided remote learning materials for all pupils.

1.5 In the interests of infection control during the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic, inspection evidence 
was gathered partly remotely and partly on site to reduce contact within the school setting.  

1.6 In line with the direction given by the Department for Education (DfE) at the time, no evaluation has 
been made of the nature or effectiveness of any provision made during the period March to August 
2020, including its impact on pupils’ learning, achievement or personal development. Any concerns 
relating to pupils’ welfare during this period which directly relate to measures implemented by the 
school have been considered.

1.7 During the lockdown period of January to March 2021, all pupils other than vulnerable pupils or the 
children of key workers received remote learning provision at home. 

1.8 In 2020 and 2021, public examinations were not held. For pupils who would have been expected to 
take these examinations, centre-assessed grades were awarded. 

1.9 Since 2020, EYFS profiles have not been externally moderated.

What the school seeks to do
1.10 The school’s aim is to empower each pupil with the knowledge, insight and motivation to enter 

adulthood a conscientious, ambitious, confident and happy member of society; one who is equipped 
to turn challenge into opportunity, to embrace change and innovation, to maintain a lifelong love of 
learning and to succeed in a path that is most advantageous to her individual strengths and 
aspirations.

About the pupils
1.11 Most of the pupils live within the local borough. The school has identified 105 pupils as having special 

educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND), which include dyslexia and dyspraxia, almost all of whom 
receive additional specialist help. One pupil in the school has an education, health and care (EHC) plan. 
English is an additional language (EAL) for 340 pupils, 27 of whom receive additional support. The 
curriculum is modified and an extra programme provided for pupils identified as being the more able 
in the school’s population.
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2. Regulatory Compliance Inspection

Preface
The Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI) is approved by the Secretary of State to inspect schools which 
are, or whose heads are, in membership of the associations which form the Independent Schools Council 
(ISC) and report on the extent to which they meet the Independent School Standards (‘the standards’) in the 
Schedule to the Education (Independent School Standards) Regulations 2014. Inspections of schools with 
early years settings not requiring registration also report whether the school complies with key provisions of 
the Early Years Foundation Stage statutory framework. Additionally, inspections report on the school’s 
accessibility plan under Schedule 10 of the Equality Act 2010 and the ban on corporal punishment under 
section 548 of the Education Act 1996. Inspections also comment on the progress made to meet any 
compliance action points set out in the school’s most recent statutory inspection.

ISI inspections are also carried out under the arrangements of the ISC Associations for the maintenance and 
improvement of the quality of their membership.

This is a FOCUSED COMPLIANCE INSPECTION which was combined with an inspection of EDUCATIONAL 
QUALITY. The FOCUSED COMPLIANCE inspection reports only on the school’s compliance with the 
standards. The standards represent minimum requirements and judgements are given either as met or as 
not met. All schools are required to meet all the standards applicable to them. Where the minimum 
requirements are not met, this is clearly indicated in the relevant section of the report and the school is 
required to take the actions specified. In this focused compliance inspection, key standards have been 
inspected in detail. These are the standards on safeguarding; measures to guard against bullying; 
arrangements for pupils’ health and safety; arrangements to check the suitability of staff; the provision of 
information; the handling of parents’ complaints; and other related aspects of leadership and management. 
The remaining standards and requirements are deemed to continue to be met unless evidence to the 
contrary has been found.

Inspections do not include matters that are outside of the regulatory framework described above, such as: 
an exhaustive health and safety audit; compliance with data protection requirements; an in-depth 
examination of the structural condition of the school, its services or other physical features; contractual 
arrangements with parents; an investigation of the financial viability of the school or its accounting 
procedures.

Inspectors may be aware of individual safeguarding concerns, allegations and complaints as part of the 
inspection process. Such matters will not usually be referred to specifically in published reports in this 
document but will have been considered by the team in reaching its judgements.

Links to the standards and requirements can be found here: The Education (Independent School Standards) 
Regulations 2014, Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework.

COVID-19: Inspection judgements do not cover the period March to August 2020 inclusive.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/contents/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2014/3283/contents/made
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-foundation-stage-framework--2
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Key findings
2.1 The school meets the standards in the schedule to the Education (Independent School Standards) 

Regulations 2014 and relevant requirements of the statutory framework for the Early Years 
Foundation Stage, and associated requirements and no further action is required as a result of this 
inspection.

PART 1 – Quality of education provided
2.2 The school’s own framework for assessment confirms that teaching enables pupils to make good 

progress in the context of Part 1 paragraph 3(a).

2.3 At GCSE in the years 2018 to 2021, performance has confirmed that teaching enables pupils to make 
good progress in the context of Part 1 paragraph 3(a).

2.4 In the sixth form, A-level results in the years 2018 to 2021 have confirmed that teaching enables pupils 
to make good progress in the context of Part 1 paragraph 3(a).

2.5 The curriculum is documented, supported by appropriate plans and schemes of work for the pupils 
and covers the required breadth of material. The teaching enables pupils to make good progress, 
encompasses effective behaviour management and is supported by suitable resources. A suitable 
framework for the assessment of pupils’ performance is in place.

2.6 Pupils receive relationships education in the junior school and relationships and sex education in the 
senior school, except in so far as they are lawfully excused. The school has consulted parents and 
published a written statement of its policy which has regard to the relevant statutory guidance. 

2.7 The standards relating to the quality of education [paragraphs 1–4] are met.

PART 2 – Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of pupils
2.8 Principles and values are actively promoted which facilitate the personal development of pupils as 

responsible, tolerant, law-abiding citizens. 

2.9 The standard relating to spiritual, moral, social and cultural development [paragraph 5] is met.

PART 3 – Welfare, health and safety of pupils
2.10 Arrangements are made to safeguard and promote the welfare of pupils by means that pay due regard 

to current statutory guidance; good behaviour is promoted; bullying is prevented so far as reasonably 
practicable; health and safety requirements are met, including those relating to fire safety; provision 
is made for first aid. Pupils are properly supervised; admission and attendance registers are 
maintained, as required, and there is a strategic approach to risk assessment. A disability access plan 
is in place.

2.11 The standards relating to welfare, health and safety [paragraphs 6–16], the requirement of Schedule 
10 of the Equality Act 2010, and the ban on corporal punishment under section 548 of the Education 
Act 1996 are met.

PART 4 – Suitability of staff, supply staff, and proprietors
2.12 The school makes appropriate checks to ensure the suitability of staff, supply staff and proprietors, 

and a register is kept as required. 

2.13 The standards relating to the suitability of those in contact with pupils at the school [paragraphs 
17–21] are met.
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PART 5 – Premises of and accommodation at schools
2.14 Suitable toilet and changing facilities, and showering facilities where required by the standard, and 

appropriate accommodation for pupils’ medical and therapy needs are provided. The premises are 
maintained to a standard commensurate with health and safety; acoustics and lighting are 
appropriate; water provision is adequate. Suitable outdoor space is provided for physical education 
and outdoor play.

2.15 The standards relating to the premises and accommodation [paragraphs 22–31] are met.

PART 6 – Provision of information
2.16 A range of information is published, provided or made available to parents, inspectors and the 

Department for Education. This includes details about the proprietor, the ethos of the school and the 
curriculum, and of the school’s arrangements for admission, behaviour and exclusions, bullying, health 
and safety, first aid, details of the complaints procedure, and the number of complaints registered 
under the formal procedure during the preceding school year, and the provision for any with 
education, health and care plans or English as an additional language. It also includes particulars of 
the school’s academic performance during the preceding school year, inspection reports and (for 
parents only) a report at least annually of their own child’s progress. The safeguarding policy is posted 
on the school’s website. 

2.17 The standard relating to the provision of information [paragraph 32] is met.

PART 7 – Manner in which complaints are handled
2.18 Parental complaints, if any, are handled effectively through a three-stage process, (informal, formal 

and a hearing before a panel of three, one of whom is independent of the school). Each stage has clear 
time scales, and at the third stage the panel can make findings and recommendations which are 
communicated to the complainant. Records are kept appropriately, including of any action taken, 
whether or not a complaint is successful

2.19 The standard relating to the handling of complaints [paragraph 33] is met.

PART 8 – Quality of leadership in and management of schools
2.20 The proprietor ensures that the leadership and management demonstrate good skills and knowledge, 

and fulfil their responsibilities effectively, so that the other standards are consistently met, and they 
actively promote the well-being of the pupils. 

2.21 The standard relating to leadership and management of the school [paragraph 34] is met.
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3. Educational Quality Inspection

Preface
The EDUCATIONAL QUALITY inspection reports on the quality of the school’s work. It focuses on the two 
key outcomes:

- The achievement of the pupils, including their academic development, and

- The personal development of the pupils.

The headline judgements apply one of the ISI descriptors ‘excellent’, ‘good’, ‘sound’ or ‘unsatisfactory’.

Where necessary, National Curriculum nomenclature is used to refer to year groups in the school. 

Key findings
3.1 The quality of the pupils’ academic and other achievements is excellent.

 Pupils are excellent communicators and highly articulate. They develop a wide vocabulary, 
become accomplished readers, and readily apply their skills to all other areas of their learning.

 Pupils' attitudes to learning are excellent. They take a strong lead in their learning experiences 
and enjoy working independently and in groups, supporting each other’s learning.

 Pupils develop strong study skills at an early age and use and strengthen them further as they 
move through the school. 

 Pupils are inquisitive, listen to one another, and share their skills and understanding to further 
their own and others' learning. 

3.2 The quality of the pupils’ personal development is excellent.

 The pupils' social development is outstanding. They work together confidently and expertly, 
demonstrating their sense of shared responsibility. Pupils look after each other throughout the 
school.

 Pupils embrace difference and show respect and tolerance for all in this diverse community. 

 Pupils develop their self-knowledge and grow in confidence and self-esteem throughout the 
school. They approach challenges with resilience.

 Pupils of all ages make good decisions in order to influence and shape their own future and that 
of the community.

Recommendation
3.3 In the context of the excellent outcomes, the school might wish to consider:

 Enabling pupils to extend the school’s approach to diversity and social issues in order that they 
may contribute more effectively to the well-being of young people in the wider community.

The quality of the pupils’ academic and other achievements
3.4 The quality of the pupils’ academic and other achievements is excellent.

3.5 Pupils are highly motivated and make rapid progress in lessons. Pupils of all ages, including those with 
SEND and EAL, make very good progress over time according to data from standardised and school-
based assessments. Pupils with identified needs, whether temporary or longer term, make excellent 
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progress as a result of the support of teaching, that is both encouraging and knowledgeable about 
their needs. Almost all parents and pupils who responded to the pre-inspection questionnaire agreed 
that teaching meets their children’s needs and enables them to make good progress. Older pupils are 
aspirational in setting themselves ambitious academic targets, evaluating their progress and working 
hard to attain the desired results. They live up to the motto, seen in the sixth-form area: ‘Don’t wish 
for it, work for it’. 

3.6 Most pupils are successful in attaining ambitious examination results both at A level and GCSE. Almost 
all sixth-form pupils gain places at their first choice of university or other further education 
establishment.

3.7 Pupils have extensive knowledge over a wide range of subjects and thirst to learn more, choosing to 
attend enrichment activities as well as surgeries. They are inquisitive. They listen to one another, 
express cogent arguments and share their knowledge, skills and understanding to further their own 
learning and that of others. Junior pupils demonstrate advanced knowledge, skills and understanding 
developed across the breadth of the curriculum with excellent levels in the core linguistic, 
mathematical and scientific disciplines. The most able pupils create work of an outstanding standard, 
particularly in English where the grammatical knowledge, as well as the creative and figurative work, 
is often of the highest quality. Senior pupils display very high levels of understanding across a variety 
of areas. They listen and pose pertinent questions effectively using technical terminology. They 
contribute knowledgably to discussions in pursuit of a solution or conclusion. An example of this was 
seen when sixth-form pupils were evaluating Edward IV’s rule during the Wars of the Roses. Pupils 
respond enthusiastically to open-ended questions which challenge their thinking, such as whether 
marine mammals could adapt to other environments. Many pupils learn to play one or more musical 
instrument adeptly, making this extra-curricular extension of knowledge and skill very popular. Most 
pupils who responded to the questionnaire agreed that their lessons are interesting and feedback 
from their teachers helps them to learn.

3.8 Pupils are excellent communicators and very articulate. They develop a wide vocabulary from a young 
age, become accomplished readers, speak and write well and readily apply these skills to all other 
areas of their learning. They are adept in debate and discussion, expressing their opinions and 
reasoning clearly. They read widely, listen attentively and ask pertinent and perceptive questions. 
Children in the nursery were comparing the rhyming sounds ‘bear, pear, chair’ and noticed that the 
pear was ‘bruised’ and its skin had begun to ‘wrinkle’. Their questions led to further discussions 
concerning the decay. Whether writing, speaking, reading or listening, junior school pupils 
demonstrate a confidence in accurately and purposefully communicating to a range of audiences. 
Young debaters used sophisticated opening phrases when debating ‘the validity of international travel 
for work’ or ‘the definition of disability’.

3.9 Enabled by supportive teaching, pupils are lively and uninhibited when talking about their work and 
discussing their ideas. They listen to one another respectfully. Pupils give presentations well to a 
variety of audiences and understand how to expertly engage their audience. Pupils explain the links 
between their practical work and research work clearly using higher order technical terminology.

3.10 Pupils develop numeracy skills early and strengthen them throughout the school, being used as a 
resource whenever required. In the EYFS, children count whenever opportunities arise as part of their 
play. Younger pupils discussed the difference between the number of coins and their value. Older 
pupils use their skills adeptly to devise diagrams using co-ordinates. Senior pupils display sophisticated 
numeracy skills and manage data, draw graphs and synthesise information. Pupils display well 
developed graphical skills in physics where they plot graphs of radioactive decay, draw lines of best fit 
and then interpret the results by drawing intercepts. 

3.11 Pupils are digitally aware and become fluent in the use of tablet computers as a routine part of their 
learning. This has been the impact of the school’s leadership in providing the hardware, software and 
training resources in advance of lockdown and ensuring its rapid development as part of the virtual 
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learning platform used for remote learning. Pupils’ use of information and communication technology 
(ICT) within their learning is outstanding. They use a range of online resources appropriately to assist 
their learning and develop their skills effectively as they move through the school. Junior pupils create 
resources for assemblies, class presentations, and musical compositions, alongside everyday word 
processing. Pupils’ organisation skills are good, including maintaining folders online. They move from 
one ICT platform to another seamlessly, enabling them to showcase their understanding and to share 
with others.

3.12 Pupils develop outstanding study skills. These are nurtured with the younger pupils and strengthen as 
pupils move through the school. Pupils build on the ideas and opinion of others in a natural way, 
consistently demonstrating their ability to try their views out without fear of failure in a variety of 
situations. Junior school pupils are resilient. They persevere, both independently and collaboratively, 
to enhance their learning. They reflect critically on their work and establish an intellectual approach 
in preparation for senior school life.

3.13 Pupils throughout the school are adept at drawing on a wide range of sources to inform their learning. 
They analyse data and text confidently and at an advanced level for their age, having acquired the 
skills necessary to do this. They ask searching questions and give perceptive responses. They draw 
readily on the skills and knowledge of those immediately around them to consolidate their 
understanding. Pupils say they learn from their peers as well as their teachers.

3.14 Pupils confidently work on individual projects. They explain process and technical skill while discussing 
the work they have created to date, and why. Pupils analyse performances in peer groups with 
confidence and a solid understanding of what was required. Younger senior school pupils analysed 
and hypothesised strongly in their response to The Tempest when they considered the possible 
reasoning behind the casting of actors and design choices made by the director. 

3.15 Senior pupils draw on a wide range of sources and techniques as they demonstrate their advanced 
abilities to pose and test hypotheses, analyse their findings, and synthesise results while researching 
a diverse range of topics. Sixth-form pupils extend their study skills even further and research and 
write academic articles in pursuance of EPQ qualifications. 

3.16 Pupils achieve outstandingly well in academic and other areas. Junior school pupils have won GDST 
competitions in mental arithmetic and virtual distance running. Pupils give high quality performances 
in musical and drama productions, choirs, orchestras, and smaller music groups. Such quality was seen 
at a rehearsal of the forthcoming musical. Pupils have been very successful in national competitions 
such as Model UN, and also technology and art competitions, and mathematics and science 
challenges. Many pupils gain Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme awards, Associated Board music and 
LAMDA drama qualifications each year. In 2017, Year 12 pupils won an award as Young Women of the 
Future for their work in charity, advocacy, political and community engagement.

3.17 Pupils have excellent attitudes towards their learning and are highly motivated to succeed. They take 
a lead in learning experiences and enjoy working independently and in groups, supporting each other’s 
learning. Nursery and Reception children are active and focused in their learning, becoming more 
independent as they grow through the school. Junior pupils approach their learning positively, rising 
to challenges and enjoying their learning opportunities. Senior pupils take initiative in their learning, 
work collaboratively and actively support one another with thoughtful advice. Many of them 
appreciate the lunchtime lectures on topics such as ‘environmental sustainability’ or lead clubs on 
themes such as ‘Discrimination in the Ancient World’.

3.18 Sixth-form pupils are used to working collaboratively and enjoy the interaction with peers when 
discussing educational topics. They are respectful of others’ views and listen well to each other. They 
take full responsibility for their own progress, working with their teachers and independently in their 
own time to successfully achieve their goals. The school is achieving its aims in encouraging a lifelong 
love of learning and pupils who turn challenges into opportunities. The philosophy to aim for 
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excellence, whilst offering all opportunities to every pupil, ensures there is never a limit on the 
expectations of what each pupil can achieve. 

The quality of the pupils’ personal development
3.19 The quality of the pupils’ personal development is excellent.

3.20 Pupils develop their self-knowledge and grow in confidence and self-esteem throughout the school. 
They have a strong sense of self-development, contribute actively to discussions and approach 
challenges and change with resilience. Pupils’ self-understanding is exceptional. At all ages they look 
forward to their next stage and draw upon the experience of older pupils to be an example to those 
at the very youngest. They self-evaluate and identify how to improve. Beyond the formal taught 
curriculum, pupils value the opportunity to be involved in public speaking, both as those leading the 
session and those listening to it. Pupils help each other with kindness and support. Pupils say that ‘You 
can be anything you want, as long as you believe in yourself, and you are dedicated and hardworking. 
There is always someone there to help you and listen. Be the person others look up to.’

3.21 Junior pupils are confident, evaluate reflectively and understand themselves as learners and as young 
people. Children in the EYFS sing confidently and enthusiastically as they prepare for their nativity 
play. Sixth-form pupils demonstrate outstanding self-knowledge and self-esteem and excellent levels 
of maturity. They understand their own strengths and how they can develop and progress as young 
adults encouraged by the school’s ethos of believing in the individual and encouraging pupils to 
believe in themselves. Most parents who responded to the questionnaires agreed that the school 
enabled their child to become confident and independent.

3.22 Pupils of all ages make good decisions in order to influence and shape their own future and that of the 
community. Children in EYFS make choices and move independently between activities. Pupils develop 
good decision-making skills, supported by leaders, staff and older pupils as their choices become more 
significant and complex. Junior pupils explain their choices showing tolerance and respect. Older 
pupils speak with confidence regarding their decision making and explain why they choose to work in 
a particular way, and what they hope to achieve. In many lessons pupils worked skilfully as individuals 
yet discussed their ideas with those around them. They think and act for themselves, make 
appropriate choices and value the opportunity to aim high. Senior pupils maturely consider the impact 
of their decisions and express the reasons for their choice of path. Sixth-form pupils exhibit 
responsibility and cognizance when incorporating their intrinsic values and principles into personal 
and academic decisions. They seek advice, demonstrate empathy and think carefully about the 
consequences of their decisions. Pupils are reflective and value faith, optimism and kindness. They are 
aware of the variety of cultures around them and the beauty to be found in people and the natural 
world. This is evident in their demeanour and the outstanding pupil artwork and displays. They 
appreciate the value of music, art, theatre, and dance, all helping them to have a deeper 
understanding of the non-material aspects of life. 

3.23 Pupils throughout the school behave well, being considerate and respectful in all situations. They value 
courtesy and kindness. Pupils understand that rules are there for their safety and the benefit of the 
community. They greet each other and visitors warmly as they move around school and create a 
purposeful yet comfortable and friendly atmosphere. Pupils have an outstanding sense of fairness and 
can distinguish between right and wrong. They challenge misbehaviour and unkindness and show no 
tolerance of bullying. However, they understand that all can make mistakes, and yet be contrite and 
rebuild relationships. As a result, rule-breaking is rare and there is a tacit acceptance in the community 
that results in high levels of behaviour. 

3.24 Pupils of all ages show outstanding social development. Their empathy, kindness and consideration 
pervade the environment. Junior pupils demonstrate a social maturity and understanding. Pupils in 
Year 3 showed marked perception and empathy when discussing what it must be like to be a refugee. 
Older pupils support and mentor younger ones, sharing the benefit of their experience if they have 
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suffered discrimination, grief, learning difficulties, been depressed or anxious, or falling out with 
friends.

3.25 They work intuitively together to solve problems and achieve common goals, viewing teamwork as an 
opportunity to learn something new. Pupils show high levels of respect towards each other and 
collaborate well, working together formally and informally to improve understanding and to organise 
social and fund-raising events and concerts that require commitment and perseverance. Sixth-form 
pupils show excellent leadership skills and are passionate about the importance of working with other 
people and being part of a team.

3.26 Pupils understand the impact an individual can have on a community as well as the strength that can 
be derived from unity. They report that the house system enables them to have a group identity within 
the school and they enjoy the competition element, participating enthusiastically in house debating, 
sport, music, drama and general knowledge quizzes. They like the notion of being together and most 
importantly the united way they can be as one. Pupils support one another and act together for the 
benefit of all. Sixth formers share their experience to help support younger ones on issues such as 
staying safe, racial difference, living with neurodiversity, and LBTQ. 

3.27 There are many pupil-led charitable initiatives as well as the well-supported national events like 
Children in Need and Red Nose Day. The youngest children participate enthusiastically in the 
sponsored ‘wiggle’ while junior pupils support ‘odd socks’ for individualism and charity sales for 
various national charities. Senior pupils supported an eco-upcycling fashion show and help with 
reading and sports at a local primary school. Older pupils lead groups which campaign for MIND, or 
on diversity or social issues. 

3.28 Pupils show great sensitivity to other individuals and are keen that all pupils, their backgrounds and 
circumstance are welcomed into the school community. Talented pupils are strongly encouraged to 
achieve at the highest level by both their peers and staff. Leaders enact their vision to establish a 
genuine sense of familial community and their approach is supported by the staff and reflected 
throughout the school.

3.29 Pupils are wholly respectful and tolerant, valuing the diversity within their own community and in 
society in general. They appreciate the diversity and range of cultures featured and embedded in all 
areas of school life. This is shown in the displays of work depicting a wide variety of cultures and 
traditions. Pupils embrace difference and individuality and yet understand that together they are a 
strong community to which all belong. They welcome and support everyone whatever their culture or 
background. Pupils celebrate distinct attributes and are stronger because of this. Their typical 
celebration of culture is illustrated by when junior school pupils were celebrating Navratri and, 
attracted by the music, older pupils spontaneously joined in the traditional dancing.

3.30 Pupils have a high level of understanding of others’ viewpoints and a great wish to be inclusive. They 
value opportunities to learn about and explore the beliefs which others hold and see as being 
important. They talk about their work during Black History month and their consideration of high-
profile performers from other heritages. Pupils appreciate recent initiatives implemented by leaders 
to raise the profile of inclusion issues through extensive discussion, focused activities and the 
appointment of diversity champions. They report that they see their school community as all together 
one welcoming group despite the clear differences throughout. 

3.31 Pupils show an effective understanding of how to stay safe and maintain a healthy lifestyle. They are 
very digitally aware and know how to stay safe online. They understand the importance of a balanced 
lifestyle and healthy eating. Mental health issues are discussed, and pupils are aware of these for 
themselves and those around them. Older pupils are cognizant of the need to maintain a healthy 
lifestyle and show mature understanding of the factors contributing to healthy relationships, the 
importance of consent and strategies for personal safety.

3.32 Pupils demonstrate a full understanding of what it takes to be healthy and say that if they are ‘not ok’, 
the support needed is immediately provided by the school. Pupils feel cared for, well-prepared for life, 
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and understand how to keep themselves safe in many different contexts, both online and offline. 
Pupils also commented that they can always rely on school to cheer them up, and that the individual 
is always placed at the centre of need. 

3.33 This nurturing community with its open culture of discussing issues at all levels, and the plethora of 
pupil-led initiatives, enable the pupils to grow into conscientious, ambitious and confident young 
people well able to take their place in society and potentially be the leaders of tomorrow.
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4. Inspection Evidence
4.1 The inspectors observed lessons, conducted formal interviews with pupils and examined samples of 

pupils’ work. They held discussions with members of staff and with a group of governors, observed a 
sample of the extra-curricular activities that occurred during the inspection period, and attended form 
meetings and assemblies. Inspectors visited the facilities for the youngest pupils, together with the 
learning support and educational resource areas. The responses of parents, staff and pupils to pre-
inspection questionnaires were analysed, and the inspectors examined curriculum and other 
documentation made available by the school.

Inspectors

Mrs Linda Smallwood Reporting inspector

Mr Lloyd Beecham Compliance team inspector (Deputy Head, HMC school)

Mr John Bond Team inspector (Head of Prep, HMC school)

Dr Eric Boston Team inspector (Head of Department, ISA school)

Mr David Collins Team inspector (Deputy Head, ISA school)

Mrs Becky Hayes Team inspector (Deputy Head, ISA school)

Mrs Caroline Jordan Team inspector (Head. GSA school)

Mr Ian Sterling Team inspector (Head, ISA school)




